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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
At first, „C-City - Europe is next door“ was just a working 
title. The essence of an idea. But after our big kick-off 
conference, at the latest, it has become clear that Güters-
loh and its partner cities have formed a large cultural 
network that brings the European idea to life and allows 
it to grow. However, it wasn‘t easy to get the project 
off the ground. The pandemic prevented people from 
meeting in person, and Zoom and WhatsApp became 
the means of communication. And last but not least, the 
war in the Ukraine gave cause for readjustments. But 
perhaps all this has made C-City and its idea of creating 
a peaceful and humane Europe even more important.

In May 2022, the first conference took place in 
Gütersloh with participants from Gütersloh, Château-
roux, Grudziądz, Falun and Broxtowe - with work-
shops, excursions, cultural events, interactions and 
opportunities to learn from each other. The highlight 
was the signing of a charter by all the cities, creating a 
framework that forms the heart of the project. In this 
brochure, we present what we have achieved and what 
we hope to accomplish in the future. We hope you 
enjoy browsing through it and find it inspiring.

Andreas Kimpel 
Director of Culture and Continuing Education

REVIEW
The C-City kick-off event in 
Gütersloh: workshops, excursions 
and a lot of social interaction.

WORKSHOPS
The C-City project took shape as 
ideas were exchanged in work-
shops. Over two days, creative 
ideas were developed, formulated, 
discarded, reconceptualised. The 
results show what can be accom-
plished in 2025.

KEYNOTES 
How are we doing in Europe? What 
brings us closer together? What 
challenges do we face? Can culture 
overcome borders? High-profile 
speakers shared thought-provoking 
and inspiring ideas alongside pres-
entations to kick off the event.

THE CHARTER 
When all participating cities signed 
the charter, they established a 
project framework as the centre-
piece for a European network and 
cooperation.

OUTLOOK
How does an idea become a long-
term cooperation with projects 
that will be rolled out from 2025 
onwards? How are creative pro-
jects not only developed - but also 
expanded? What can participants 
expect in the coming years?

ARTISTS & ANTHEM
Gütersloh artists enriched the event 
- and the C-City anthem is already a 
catchy tune!

CONTENTS & REVIEW

PRESS REVIEW
This is how the C-City project and 
the kick-off event have been report-
ed so far.

15

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Without support, the idea for C-
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Creatively networked
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Gütersloh City Hall
12 to 15 May 2022

The 
kick-off

WORDS OF WELCOME & 
KEYNOTE SPEECHES 
Norbert Morkes, Mayor of the City of Gütersloh 
Dr. Stephan Holthoff-Pförtner, Minister for Europe 
Irmgard Maria Fellner, Federal Foreign Office
Dr. Malte Tim Zabel, Bertelsmann Foundation 
Lotte Footh, Head of Europe Direct
Max Oestersötebier, „The Sazerac Swingers”
from page 4

WORKSHOPS
Visual Arts and Exhibitions, Theatre and Litera-
ture, Classical Music, Jazz and Rock, History and 
Customs, Sports (Running and Cycling), Food 
and Lifestyle
from page 6

SIGNING OF THE CHARTER 
Teresa Cullen & Zulfiqar Darr (Broxtowe)
Gil Avérous & Jean-Yves Hugon (Châteauroux)
Jan E. Fors & Sara Hedström (Falun)
Maciej Glamowski & Róża Lewandowska (Grudziądz)
Norbert Morkes & Andreas Kimpel (Gütersloh)
from page 8

REPRESENTATIVES COMMUNICATING 
Zulfiqar Darr (Broxtowe)
Jean-Yves Hugon (Châteauroux)
Sara Hedström (Falun)
Michał Czepek (Grudziądz)
Andreas Kimpel (Gütersloh)
from page 4

HOST OF THE DAY 
Brigitte Büscher

MUSICAL INTERMEZZO 
Nils Rabente (piano), Eckard Vincke (trumpet) 
and Chihiro Masaki (piano)

CULTURAL PROGRAMME 
Excursions to cultural sites in Gütersloh, Güters-
loh City Museum, „Stolpersteine“ (stumbling 
blocks) and new Jewish cemetery, historical city 
tours, „Cultural Kaleidoscope“. 
from page 12



4 KEYNOTES

Europe is next door when people 
meet regardless of language barriers. 
Cultures connect even without words. 
Europe is next door and diversity is 
enriching when people share their pas-
sion for music, their interest in history, 
or their enthusiasm for theatre and 
literature. Europe is next door when 
this exchange takes place across gen-
erations and social groups. All of this is 
happening here and now in Gütersloh. 

For you, Europe has always been next 
door. That is why your city was one of 
the first in North Rhine-Westphalia to 
be awarded the title of „Active Europe-
an Municipality“ in 2013, and rightly so. 
You are a role model for many others.

Diversity is enriching – Gütersloh 
as an „Active European Munici-
pality“ sets an example for many 
others

DR. STEPHAN  
HOLTHOFF-
PFÖRTNER  
Minister for Federal and 
European Affairs and 
International Matters

Exchanges within civil societies are a 
powerful defence against enemies of 
democracy. For this reason we want to 
involve associations and organisations 
more in foreign policy considerations. 
For us, town twinning is a central part 
of a „foreign policy of civil societies“.

For the first time, urban diplomacy has 
found its way into a coalition agree-
ment of the federal government. (...) 
The C-City project is part of this ap-
proach of using municipal connections 
to create stronger links between socie-
ties as a whole through the language of 
culture.

Urban diplomacy – Strengthening 
overall social networking through 
culture

IRMGARD MARIA  
FELLNER 
Commissioner for 
Foreign Cultural Policy, 
Federal Foreign Office
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The fact that we can meet across 
national borders and experience our 
cultures together is a very important 
key to European solidarity. And that is 
why C-City is so important.

It is a network that enables cross-bor-
der exchanges, that overcomes barriers 
through the language of culture, that 
builds bridges and promotes commu-
nity spirit among the people of Europe 
- and does so in a very practical way. 
Initiatives such as C-City show: Europe 
really is next door; amidst our diversity, 
we have much more that unites us than 
divides us. Your joint project, ladies 
and gentlemen, is making a very signif-
icant contribution to this realisation.

Unifying elements  – amidst our 
diversity, we have more that unites 
us than divides us

DR. MALTE  
ZABEL 
Co-Director, Bertels-
mann Foundation

I think that the C-City project is making 
a terrific contribution to making the 
European idea tangible and accessible. 
Culture brings people from different 
countries together and can build bridg-
es, so that we in Europe will be even 
more united in the future. I hope that 
this project will help everyone in Güter-
sloh, Châteauroux, Grudziądz, Brox-
towe and Falun to regard themselves 
proudly as Europeans. Europe must be 
experienced first-hand in every single 
community; communities are the 
foundation of the European Union. The 
town twinning partnerships, which you 
all promote with your heart and soul, 
are undeniably essential to the Europe-
an idea.

A tangible Europe – Culture 
brings people together and can 
build bridges

LOTTE 
FOOTH 
Head of Europe Direct 
District of Gütersloh

Besides the importance of having 
good artists, there are two other key 
factors for a vibrant cultural life in a 
city: financial and structural support, 
in order for culture to reach people. For 
me as a musician and cultural man-
ager, those providing this support are 
above all Gütersloh Marketing and the 
Department of Culture of the City of 
Gütersloh. By initiating a cultural de-
velopment plan and a cultural forum, 
the city offers a lively platform for dia-
logue and networking between people 
involved in the cultural sector, event 
organisers and the city‘s community. 
This spirit has given rise to a wonderful 
project such as C-City, which my band 
and I wholeheartedly support!

Structures – Financial and structu-
ral support are important for those 
working in the cultural sector

MAX OESTER-
SÖTE BIER  
Musician and 
cultural manager
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FOOD & LIFESTYLE

What is it about?
Culinary traditions in a joint cook-
ery book for wonderful unifying 
moments. 

What was achieved?
The book project will not only 
present exemplary dishes from the 
regions, but also explain the back-
ground and portray people.

The next steps:
Finding dishes, stories and cultur-
al backgrounds as well as inter-
esting people who can recount 
atmospheric stories. First concept 
presentation in November 2022 for 
the 24th „Salon de la Gastronomie 
et des Vins“ in Châteauroux.

What is it about?
A joint digital exhibition of all 
C-City towns.

What has been achieved?
Choosing a topic that is relevant to 
all partner cities and offers enough 
material for a presentation in which 
the characteristics as well as the 
commonalities of the cities can be 
shown.

The next steps:
Selecting topics and developing a 
concept followed by local research.

What is it about?
Discussing the joint realisation of 
the children‘s opera
„Pollicino“ by H. W. Henze

What was achieved?
Bringing it to life was deemed to be 
too complex.  The initial impetus 
developed into the idea of a joint 
concert project.

The next steps:
Planning a joint performance by 
partner city ensembles. As a run-
up: a joint concert during the C-City 
conference in 2023.
Developing the design and produc-
tion of a concert for 2025. 

HISTORY & CUSTOMS CLASSICAL MUSIC
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What is it about?
Identifying ideas, potentials and 
protagonists.

What was achieved?
Translating the C-City song into the 
languages of the partner cities, also 
as a basis for local interpretations. 
Creating compositions for a classi-
cal interpretation. Forming a band 
with video documentation.

The next steps:
Compiling concepts, raising funds, 
enabling artists to implement them. 
„The Sazerac Swingers“ have had 
a first joint European session in 
Grudziądz. Planning a joint C-City 
Festival 2025 in Gütersloh.

What is it about?
Exchanging ideas by planning/
participating in existing and new 
sporting events in the twin cities - 
especially cycling and running.

What was achieved?
Developing ideas for possible 
events and marketing strategies 
that will be implemented together 
with organisers and partner cities.

The next steps:
Listing and justifying sporting 
events: Why come to the respective 
city for this? Developing informa-
tion brochures. Promoting C-City 
at events, planning a joint sports 
event by 2025.

What is it about?
Bringing together laymen actors 
from the cities on stage instead of 
professional theatre groups.

What was achieved?
A joint play for the theatre with a 
focus on inclusion and young peo-
ple. They also have parts in the play.

The next steps:
For literature and dance, sourcing 
interested authors as well as dance 
groups from individual cities that 
would like to participate. Over 
the next few months, developing 
concepts and identifying funding 
opportunities.

What is it about?
Art and artist exchanges between 
the C-City cities.

What was achieved?
A grant allowing one artist from each 
city to live and work in his or her 
field of interest in a partner city for 
three months.

The next steps?
Forming a committee that will 
decide which artist will work in 
which city. During the stay, a work-
shop for the public will take place 
and artworks will be created for a 
C-City touring exhibition. A joint 
exhibition is planned for the city‘s 
anniversary in Gütersloh in 2025.

JAZZ & ROCK SPORTS THEATRE & LITERATURE VISUAL ARTS



8 THE CHARTER

Ett initiativ från staden Gütersloh

C-City Charterför medverkande medborgare, företrädare för kommuner,  

föreningar och institutioner som deltar i C-Cityprojektet
Falu kommun deltar i utvecklingen av det kommunövergripande europeiska 

projektet „C-City – Europe is next door“ tillsammans med medborgare med olika 

bakgrund, från alla samhällsskikt och från hela EU. 

Arrangörer, medborgare, kommuner och partnerorganisationer som vill delta aktivt i C-City- 

projektet måste följa denna överenskommelse. Arrangörerna förbehåller sig rätten att ta bort innehåll 

som bryter mot detta åtagande och att neka eller återkalla rätten att använda C-City-projektets visuella 

identitet till personer eller organisationer som inte respekterar C-City-projektets principer.

Som stad som deltar i C-City-projektet och organiserar programinnehållet förbinder vi oss att 

Som deltagare i projektet förbinder sig Faluns representanter 

• Att sätta medborgarna i centrum för varje händelse och låta 

dem uttrycka sina åsikter fritt. • Att främja ett inkluderande och tillgängligt innehåll för alla 

medborgare, bland annat genom att lägga ut information 

om varje evenemang på konferensens flerspråkiga 

onlineplattform. 
• Respektera ovanstående principer om deltagande och se 

till att människor kan diskutera de frågor som är viktiga för 

dem. 

• Främja mångfald i debatterna genom att aktivt stödja 

deltagande av medborgare från alla samhällsskikt, oavsett 

kön, sexuell läggning, ålder, socioekonomisk bakgrund, 

religion och/eller utbildningsnivå. • Upprätthålla yttrandefriheten för att skapa utrymme för 

konkurrerande åsikter och förslag – så länge de varken är 

hatiska eller olagliga. 

• Att respektera våra europeiska värderingar i enlighet med 

artikel 2 i fördraget om Europeiska unionen: Mänsklig 

värdighet, frihet, demokrati, jämlikhet, rättsstatsprincipen 

och respekt för de mänskliga rättigheterna, inklusive 

rättigheter för personer som tillhör minoriteter, vilket 

bland annat innebär att vara europeisk och behandla 

varandra med respekt. Dessa värderingar delas av alla 

EU:s medlemsstater i ett samhälle som kräver pluralism, 

icke-diskriminering, tolerans, rättvisa, solidaritet och 

jämställdhet mellan kvinnor och män.  
• Att bidra till C-City-projektet med konstruktiva och 

konkreta förslag, med respekt för andras åsikter och 

för att gemensamt utforma Europas framtid genom det 

mellangemenskapliga projektet „C-City“. 

• Uppmuntra gränsöverskridande deltagande av medborgare 

i evenemang och användning av olika EU-språk när det är 

möjligt och lämpligt. 
• Att garantera full insyn. Under projektdeltagandet 

kommer jag att öppet rapportera om debatterna och de 

rekommendationer som medborgarna har formulerat på 

C-City-projektets flerspråkiga onlineplattform. Jag kommer 

att strömma och/eller sända evenemangssessioner när det 

är möjligt. 

• När information om diskussionsämnen (t.ex. digitalt, tryckt 

eller audiovisuellt material) skickas ut tillses att den är 

korrekt, tillförlitlig, tillgänglig och spårbar. 
• Tillse att EU:s regler för dataskydd och integritet följs. 

• Använd endast C-City-projektets godkända visuella identitet 

för att tillkännage evenemanget.

• Att inte uttrycka, sprida eller dela något innehåll som är 

olagligt, hetsigt eller avsiktligt falskt eller vilseledande. Att 

alltid att hänvisa till trovärdiga och tillförlitliga källor när jag 

delar innehåll och information för att stödja mina idéer. 

• Att deltagandet i C-City-projektet är frivilligt och inget förök 

att använda C-City-projektet för att driva kommersiella eller 

enbart privata intressen kommer att ske. GIL AVÉROUSMaire de Châteauroux

JEAN-YVES HUGONMaire-adjoint de Châteauroux

JAN E. FORSVice Ordförande i Falu kommuns 
Internationella råd

SARA HEDSTRÖMAdministrativ chef på Kultur och 
fritidsförvaltningen i Falu kommun

MACIEJ GLAMOWSKI
Prezydent Grudziądza

RÓŻA LEWANDOWSKA
Wiceprezydent Grudziądza

ZULFIQAR DARRDeputy Chief Executive for  
Broxtowe Borough Council

TERESA CULLENDeputy Mayor for the Borough  
of Broxtowe

NORBERT MORKESBürgermeister der Stadt Gütersloh

ANDREAS KIMPELBeigeordneter Kultur und  
Weiterbildung der Stadt Gütersloh

The entire text 
of the Charter 

can be read here:

... for citizens, representatives of munic-
ipalities, associations and institutions 
participating in the C-City project.

I participate in the development of the „C-City - Europe is next door“ intercom-
munal European project together with citizens from different backgrounds, from 
all walks of life and from all over the EU..

Excerpt from the C-City Charter

As a participant in the project I commit to

• respecting our European values according to 
Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union: 
Human Dignity, Liberty, Democracy, Equality, 
Rule of Law and Respect for Human Rights, 
including the rights of persons belonging to 
minorities [...].

• contributing to the C-City project with 
constructive and concrete proposals, 
respecting the views of others and jointly 
shaping the future of Europe through the 
C-City intermunicipal project. 

• not expressing, disseminating or sharing any 
content that is illegal, hateful or intentionally 
false or misleading. [...]

As a C-City project participant who organises 
programme content, I commit to

• putting citizens at the centre of each event and 
allow them to freely express their opinions.

• promoting inclusive and accessible content for 
all citizens*, [...]

• promoting diversity in debates by actively 
supporting the participation of citizens from 
all walks of life, regardless of gender, sexual 
orientation, age, socioeconomic background, 
religion, and/or level of education.

• upholding freedom of speech, [...]. 
• [...] ensuring transparency. [...] 

Eine Initiative der  Stadt Gütersloh

Ich beteilige mich an der Entwicklung des interkommunalen, europäischen  

Projekts „C-City – Europa liegt nebenan“ mit Bürger*innen unterschiedlichen 

Hintergrunds, aus sämtlichen Gesellschaftsschichten und der gesamten EU. 

Veranstalter*innen, Bürger*innen, Kommunen und Partnerorganisationen, die sich aktiv an dem 

 C-City Projekt beteiligen möchten, müssen sich an diese Charta halten. Die Veranstalter*innen  

behalten sich das Recht vor, Inhalte, die gegen diese Selbstverpflichtung verstoßen, zu entfernen und 

Einzelpersonen oder Organisationen, die die Grundsätze des C-City Projektes missachten, das Recht auf 

Nutzung der visuellen Identität des C-City Projektes zu verwehren oder zu entziehen.

C-City Charta
für Bürger*innen, Vertreter*innen von Kommunen, Vereinen  
und Institutionen, die an dem C-City Projekt teilnehmen

Als am C-City Projekt beteiligte Stadt, die Programm inhalte organisiert, verpflichte ich mich  

Als Projekteilnehmer*in verpflichte ich mich 

• die Bürger*innen in den Mittelpunkt jeder Veranstaltungs-
einheit zu stellen und ihnen zu ermöglichen, ihre Meinung 
frei zu äußern.  

• inklusive und für alle Bürger*innen zugängliche Inhalte zu 
fördern, auch durch die Bekanntgabe der Einzelheiten jeder 
Veranstaltung auf der mehrsprachigen Online-Plattform der 
Konferenz.  

• die oben genannten Grundsätze zur Teilnahme zu achten 
und sicherzustellen, dass die Menschen die Themen 
erörtern können, die für sie von Bedeutung sind.  • die Vielfalt in den Debatten durch aktive Unterstützung der 

Teilhabe von Bürger*innen aus allen Lebensbereichen zu 
fördern, unabhängig von Geschlecht, sexueller Ausrichtung, 
Alter, sozioökonomischem Hintergrund, Religion und/oder 
Bildungsniveau.  

• die Redefreiheit zu wahren, um Raum für konkurrierende 
Meinungen und Vorschläge zu schaffen – solange diese 
weder hasserfüllt noch illegal sind.  

• unsere europäischen Werte gemäß Artikel 2 des Vertrags 
über die Europäische Union zu achten: Menschenwürde, 
Freiheit, Demokratie, Gleichheit, Rechtsstaatlichkeit 
und Achtung der Menschenrechte. Diese Werte und 
der respektvolle Umgang miteinander macht es aus, 
Europäer*in zu sein und sie sind allen Mitgliedstaaten 
einer Gesellschaft gemeinsam, die sich durch Pluralismus, 
Nichtdiskriminierung, Toleranz, Gerechtigkeit, Solidarität 
und der Gleichheit von Frauen und Männern auszeichnet. • einen Beitrag zum C-City Projekt mit konstruktiven und 

konkreten Vorschlägen zu leisten, dabei die Ansichten 
anderer zu respektieren und die Zukunft Europas über das 
interkommunale Projekt „C-City“ gemeinsam zu gestalten.  

• die länderübergreifende Beteiligung der Bürger*innen an 
den Veranstaltungen und die Verwendung verschiedener 
EU-Sprachen zu fördern, wann immer dies möglich und 
sinnvoll ist.  

• vollständige Transparenz zu gewährleisten. Während  
der Projektteilnahme werde ich auf der mehrsprachigen 
Online-Plattform des C-City Projektes offen über 
die Debatten und die Empfehlungen berichten, die 
von den Bürger*innen formuliert wurden. Ich werde 
Veranstaltungseinheiten streamen und/oder übertragen, 
wann immer dies möglich ist.  

• bei der Bereitstellung von Informationen zu Diskussionsthemen (z. B. digitales, gedrucktes oder 
audiovisuelles Material) darauf achten, dass sie exakt, 
verlässlich, zugänglich und rückverfolgbar sind.  • die Einhaltung der EU-Vorschriften zum Datenschutz  

und zum Schutz der Privatsphäre zu gewährleisten.  • zur Ankündigung der Veranstaltung nur die autorisierte 
visuelle Identität des C-City Projektes zu verwenden.

• keinerlei Inhalte zu äußern, zu verbreiten oder weiter-
zugeben, die illegal, hetzerisch oder absichtlich falsch  
oder irreführend sind. Ich werde stets auf glaubwürdige  
und verlässliche Quellen verweisen, wenn ich Inhalte  
und Informationen zur Stützung meiner Ideen teile.  • meine Teilnahme am C-City Projekt ist freiwillig.  

Ich werde nicht versuchen, das C-City Projekt zu nutzen,  
um kommerzielle oder ausschließlich private Interessen  
zu verfolgen. 

GIL AVÉROUS
Maire de Châteauroux

JEAN-YVES HUGONMaire-adjoint de Châteauroux

JAN E. FORS
Vice Ordförande i Falu kommuns Internationella råd

SARA HEDSTRÖMAdministrativ chef på Kultur och fritidsförvaltningen i Falu kommun

MACIEJ GLAMOWSKIPrezydent Grudziądza

RÓŻA LEWANDOWSKAWiceprezydent Grudziądza

NORBERT MORKESBürgermeister der Stadt Gütersloh

ANDREAS KIMPELBeigeordneter Kultur und  Weiterbildung der Stadt Gütersloh

ZULFIQAR DARRDeputy Chief Executive for  Broxtowe Borough Council

TERESA CULLENDeputy Mayor for the Borough  of Broxtowe

Une initiative de la 
Ville de Gütersloh

Je participe au développement du projet européen intercommunal  
”C-City – l‘Europe est à côté de chez moi“ avec des citoyens de tous horizons,  
de toutes les couches sociales et de toute l‘UE. 

Les organisateurs, les citoyens, les municipalités et les organisations partenaires qui souhaitent  
participer activement au projet C-City doivent se conformer à cette charte. Les organisateurs se  
réservent le droit de supprimer tout contenu qui ne respecterait pas cet engagement et de refuser ou de 
retirer le droit d‘utiliser l‘identité visuelle du projet C-City aux individus ou aux organisations qui ne  
respectent pas les principes du projet C-City.

C-City Charte 
pour les citoyens, représentants de communes, d‘associations  
et d‘institutions, qui participent au projet C-City

En tant que ville participant au projet C-City et organisant le contenu du programme, je m‘engage à:

En tant que participant au projet, je m‘engage à:

• Placer les citoyens au centre de chaque événement et à leur 
permettre de s‘exprimer librement. 

• Promouvoir un contenu inclusif et accessible à tous les 
citoyens, notamment en publiant les détails de chaque 
événement sur la plateforme multilingue en ligne de la 
conférence. 

• Respecter les principes de participation susmentionnés et 
veiller à ce que les personnes puissent débattre des sujets 
qui les intéressent. 

• Promouvoir la diversité dans les débats en soutenant 
activement la participation des citoyens de tous les 
horizons, indépendamment de leur sexe, de leur orientation 
sexuelle, de leur âge, de leur milieu socio-économique, de 
leur religion et/ou de leur niveau d‘éducation. 

• Préserver la liberté d‘expression afin de laisser la place à des 
opinions et des propositions concurrentes - tant qu‘elles ne 
sont ni haineuses ni illégales. 

• Respecter nos valeurs européennes, conformément à 
l‘article 2 du traité sur l‘Union européenne : La dignité 
humaine, la liberté, la démocratie, l‘égalité, l‘État de droit 
et le respect des droits de l‘homme, y compris les droits 
des personnes appartenant à des minorités, ce qui signifie, 
entre autres, être européen et se respecter mutuellement. 
Ces valeurs sont partagées par tous les États membres 
de l‘UE dans une société qui prône le pluralisme, la non-
discrimination, la tolérance, la justice, la solidarité et 
l‘égalité entre les femmes et les hommes. 

• Contribuer au projet C-City par des propositions 
constructives et concrètes, en respectant les points de vue 
des autres et en construisant ensemble l‘avenir de l‘Europe  
à travers le projet intercommunal ”C-City“. 

• Encourager la participation transnationale des citoyens  
aux événements et l‘utilisation de différentes langues de 
l‘UE chaque fois que cela est possible et utile. 

• Garantir une transparence totale. Pendant ma participation 
au projet, je rendrai compte ouvertement des débats  
et des recommandations formulées par les citoyens  
sur la plateforme multilingue en ligne du projet C-City.  
Je diffuserai et/ou retransmettrai des sessions de 
l‘événement chaque fois que cela sera possible. 

• Veiller lors de la mise à disposition d‘informations sur  
les thèmes de discussion (par ex. matériel numérique, 
imprimé ou audiovisuel), à ce qu‘elles soient exactes,  
fiables, accessibles et traçables. 

• Veiller au respect de la législation européenne en matière  
de protection des données et de la vie privée. 

• A n‘utiliser que l‘identité visuelle autorisée du projet C-City 
pour annoncer l‘événement.

• Ne pas exprimer, diffuser ou transmettre tout contenu 
illégal, incendiaire ou délibérément faux ou trompeur. Je 
ferai toujours référence à des sources crédibles et fiables 
lorsque je partagerai des contenus et des informations à 
l‘appui de mes idées. 

• Ne pas chercher à utliser le projet C-City pour poursuivre  
des intérêts commerciaux ou exclusivement privés. 

GIL AVÉROUS
Maire de Châteauroux

JEAN-YVES HUGON
Maire-adjoint de Châteauroux

JAN E. FORS
Vice Ordförande i Falu kommuns 
Internationella råd

SARA HEDSTRÖM
Administrativ chef på Kultur och 
fritidsförvaltningen i Falu kommun

MACIEJ GLAMOWSKI
Prezydent Grudziądza

RÓŻA LEWANDOWSKA
Wiceprezydent Grudziądza

ZULFIQAR DARR
Deputy Chief Executive for  
Broxtowe Borough Council

TERESA CULLEN
Deputy Mayor for the Borough  
of Broxtowe

NORBERT MORKES
Bürgermeister der Stadt Gütersloh

ANDREAS KIMPEL
Beigeordneter Kultur und  
Weiterbildung der Stadt Gütersloh

Inicjatywa 

Miasta Gütersloh

Uczestniczę w rozwoju międzygminnego europejskiego projektu  

„C-City – Europa jest tuż obok”, w którym biorą udział obywatele z różnych 

środowisk i dziedzin życia z całej Unii Europejskiej. 

Organizatorzy, mieszkańcy, gminy i organizacje partnerskie, które chcą aktywnie uczestniczyć 

w projekcie „C-City” muszą przestrzegać postanowień niniejszej Karty. Organizatorzy zastrzegają 

sobie prawo do usuwania treści, które naruszają to zobowiązanie, a także do odmowy lub odebrania prawa 

do korzystania z autoryzowanej identyfikacji wizualnej projektu „C-City” osobom lub organizacjom, które 

nieprzestrzegają zasad projektu „C-City”.

Karta C-City

obywateli, przedstawicieli gmin, stowarzyszeń i instytucji, 

uczestniczących w projekcie „C-City”

Jako miasto uczestniczące w projekcie „C-City” i organizujące wydarzenia programowe, zobowiązuję się:

Jako uczestnik projektu zobowiązuję się:

• Przy organizacji wydarzeń, na pierwszym miejscu stawiać 

dobro obywateli i umożliwić im swobodne wyrażanie ich 

poglądów.

• Promować treści sprzyjające integracji społecznej i 

dostępne dla wszystkich obywateli, między innymi poprzez 

publikowanie na wielojęzycznej platformie cyfrowej 

informacji o wszystkich wydarzeniach organizowanych w 

ramach projektu.

• Przestrzegać powyższych zasad dotyczących uczestnictwa 

w projekcie i umożliwiać obywatelom omówienie ważnych 

dla nich tematów.

• Zapewniać różnorodność w debatach poprzez aktywne 

wspieranie udziału obywateli ze wszystkich środowisk, 

niezależnie od płci, orientacji seksualnej, wieku, statusu 

społeczno-ekonomicznego, wyznania lub poziomu 

wykształcenia.

• Zagwarantować wolność wypowiedzi poprzez stworzenie 

przestrzeni do wymiany opinii i propozycji, o ile nie są one 

nienawistne lub niezgodne z prawem.

• Szanować wartości europejskie określone w art. 2 Traktatu 

o Unii Europejskiej: godność osoby ludzkiej, wolność, 

demokrację, równość, praworządność i poszanowanie praw 

człowieka, w tym praw osób należących do mniejszości, 

które są częścią europejskiej tożsamości i traktowania siebie 

nawzajem z szacunkiem. Wartości te są wspólne wszystkim 

państwom członkowskim UE w społeczeństwie, opartym na 

pluralizmie, niedyskryminacji, tolerancji, sprawiedliwości, 

solidarności oraz równości kobiet i mężczyzn.

• Uczestniczyć w projekcie „C-City” przedstawiając 

konstruktywne i konkretne propozycje, z szacunkiem 

podchodzić do opinii innych uczestników i wspólnie 

budować przyszłość Europy poprzez projekt 

międzyspołecznościowy „C-City”.

• W miarę możliwości i w stosownych przypadkach 

umożliwiać udział obywatelom z innych krajów a także 

ułatwiać posługiwanie się w ramach wydarzeń różnymi 

językami UE.

• Zagwarantować pełną przejrzystość; podczas udziału 

w projekcie, otwarcie relacjonować debaty i zalecenia 

sformułowane przez obywateli na wielojęzycznej platformie 

cyfrowej projektu „C-City” lub jeśli to możliwe, udostępniać 

lub transmitować sesje wydarzeń.

• Zagwarantować, że informacje o tematach dyskusji (w 

formie cyfrowej, papierowej lub audiowizualnej), które 

są przekazywane uczestnikom, są dokładne, wiarygodne, 

dostępne oraz zawierają odniesienia do wiarygodnych 

źródeł.

• Zagwarantować zgodność z unijnymi przepisami w 

dziedzinie ochrony danych osobow i prywatności.

• Do informowania o wydarzeniu używać wyłącznie 

autoryzowanej identyfikacji wizualnej projektu „C-City”.

• Powstrzymywać się od wyrażania, rozpowszechniania 

lub udostępniania treści nielegalnych, nawołujących do 

nienawiści, celowo fałszywych lub wprowadzających w 

błąd. W tym kontekście, udostępniając treści  i informacje 

na poparcie moich pomysłów, będę zawsze odwoływać się 

do wiarygodnych i sprawdzonych źródeł.

• Uczestniczyć w projekcie dobrowolnie i nie wykorzystywać 

projektu „C-City” do realizacji interesów komercyjnych ani 

wyłącznie prywatnych. 

GIL AVÉROUS

Maire de Châteauroux

JEAN-YVES HUGON

Maire-adjoint de Châteauroux

JAN E. FORS

Vice Ordförande i Falu kommuns 

Internationella råd

SARA HEDSTRÖM

Administrativ chef på Kultur och 

fritidsförvaltningen i Falu kommun

MACIEJ GLAMOWSKI

Prezydent Grudziądza

RÓŻA LEWANDOWSKA

Wiceprezydent Grudziądza

ZULFIQAR DARR

Deputy Chief Executive for  

Broxtowe Borough Council

TERESA CULLEN

Deputy Mayor for the Borough  

of Broxtowe

NORBERT MORKES

Bürgermeister der Stadt Gütersloh

ANDREAS KIMPEL

Beigeordneter Kultur und  

Weiterbildung der Stadt Gütersloh

I participate in the development of the intermunicipal, European project  

“C-City – Europe is next door” with citizens of different backgrounds, from all walks 

of life and the entire EU on the occasion of the above-mentioned C-City Project. 

Organisers, citizens, municipalities and partner organisations who wish to actively participate in  

the C-City Project and Kick-off Conference must abide by this Charter. The organisers reserve the right 

to remove content that violates this commitment, and to deny or revoke the right to use the C-City Project’s 

visual identity to individuals or organisations that disregard the principles of the C-City Project.

C-City Charter

for citizens, representatives of municipalities, associations  

and institutions, who participate in the C-City Project

As a C-City participating in the C-City Project and organising program content, I commit to 

As a project participant I commit myself

• Place citizens at the center of each event session and allow 

them to freely express their opinions. 

• Promote inclusive and accessible content for all citizens, 

including by posting the details of each event on the C-City 

Project‘s multilingual online platform. 

• Respect the above principles on C-City Project participation 

and ensure that people can debate the issues that matter to 

them. 

• Promote diversity in debates by actively supporting the 

participation of citizens from all walks of life, regardless of 

gender, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic background, 

religion, and/or education level. 

• Uphold freedom of speech to provide space for competing 

opinions and proposals - as long as they are neither hateful 

nor illegal. 

• To respect our European values according to Article 2 of 

the Treaty on European Union: Human Dignity, Liberty, 

Democracy, Equality, Rule of Law and Respect for Human 

Rights, including the rights of persons belonging to 

minorities, which among other things constitutes being 

European and treating each other with respect. These 

values are shared by all EU Member States in a society that 

demands pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, 

solidarity and equality between women and men. 

• To contribute to the C-City Project with constructive and 

concrete proposals, respecting the views of others and 

jointly shaping the future of Europe through the inter-

community project “C-City – Europe is next door”. 

• Encourage transnational citizen participation in events  

and the use of different EU languages whenever possible 

and appropriate. 

• Ensure full transparency. During the C-City Project,  

I will openly report on the debates and recommendations 

formulated by citizens on the C-City Project’s multilingual 

online platform. I will stream and/or broadcast event 

sessions whenever possible. 

• When providing information on discussion topics  

(e.g., digital, printed or audiovisual material), ensure  

that it is accurate, reliable, accessible and traceable. 

• Ensure compliance with EU data protection and privacy 

rules. 

• Use only the authorised visual identity of the C-City Project 

to announce the event.

• Not to express, disseminate or share any content that is 

illegal, inflammatory or intentionally false or misleading. 

I will always refer to credible and reliable sources when 

sharing content and information to support my ideas. 

• My participation in the C-City Project is voluntary. I will not 

attempt to use the C-City Project to pursue commercial or 

solely private interests. 

An Initiative of the  

City of Gütersloh

ZULFIQAR DARR

Deputy Chief Executive for  

Broxtowe Borough Council

TERESA CULLEN

Deputy Mayor for the Borough  

of Broxtowe

GIL AVÉROUS

Maire de Châteauroux

JEAN-YVES HUGON

Maire-adjoint de Châteauroux

JAN E. FORS
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SARA HEDSTRÖM
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fritidsförvaltningen i Falu kommun

MACIEJ GLAMOWSKI

Prezydent Grudziądza
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NORBERT MORKES
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Weiterbildung der Stadt Gütersloh
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10 OUTLOOK

Having a guideline is a great way to keep 
everything on track when developing a large-
scale project such as C-City.

From the idea 
to project

If you want to build a ship, don‘t summon people to 
buy wood, prepare tools, distribute jobs, and organ-
ise the work; teach people the yearning for the wide, 
boundless ocean. „This quote from Antoine de 
Saint-Exu- péry should be the driving force for all 
of us when taking the next steps, even if a storm 
comes or the compass starts spinning“ - that‘s how 
Gütersloh‘s Director of Culture Andreas Kimpel 
sums up the path from idea to project for C-City.

1. Project development
Common interests connect people and motivate 
them to commit themselves to a cause. But every 
idea must first be given substance: How can a goal 
be achieved, what is needed to realise it, and how 
can it work?

2. Concept phase
• Who do we want to reach with this project?

First idea
2019 2020 2021 2022

Concretisation Idea for conference 1. C-City Conference 
in Gütersloh

• What is special about it?
• What opportunities does the project offer?
• What are the technical and spatial 

requirements?
• Is it possible to go on tour with the project 

through the C-Cities?
• Who will take the lead - who could be the project 

sponsor?
• How should the project be communicated and 

how can people find out about it?
• What is the estimated total cost? Who can 

support the project financially?
When should it take place, how long should it be 
planned?  
After carefully exploring these points, a funding 
plan can be drawn up, funding programmes ap-
proached and applications submitted. Important: 
Concepts must be presented convincingly and 
coherently. 
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• The year 2022 will be used by project teams to 
outline a concept.

• At the beginning of 2023, concepts will be 
evaluated, including checking it with other 
participants. Ideally, everything can be 
presented and adapted in May 2023 at the 2nd 
conference in Châteauroux. Then it can be 
decided which projects will be realised and by 
when. They will receive the C-City label.

• By winter 2023, sources of funding for these 
C-City projects should be identified, explored, 
assessed, and applications submitted.

• If funding is available, implementation of the 
respective project can begin in 2024 and 2025.

• At the 3rd C-City conference in 2024 in 
Grudziądz, a preview of all projects will be 
presented and determined.

• The goal: to ensure that 2025 will be the first 
major presentation year of C-City - if possible 

2023 2024 2025 from 2026
2. C-City- Conference 

in Châteauroux
3. C-City Conference  

in Grudziądz
Start of the project presentations for 

the city anniversary in Gütersloh
further joint 

cultural projects

within the framework of a C-City Week for the 
200th city anniversary in Gütersloh. It will then 
move on to the other C-City partner cities. 

Meanwhile smaller projects or those that are 
realised more quickly can be showcased in the 
cities. Subject to political decisions in 2023, the 
city of Gütersloh would like to set up a fund-
ing programme to promote performances and 
exchanges of artists in the C-City project. For in-
ternational cultural work performed locally, this 
means that the initiative for „urban diplomacy“, 
which has been reinforced by the federal govern-
ment, is now becoming reality.

3. Project organisation
Teams of interested and committed people from 
the C-Cities are formed. Each project team has a 
head and a management. The project head coor-
dinates and leads meetings, ensures agreements 
and results, and drives the content forward. The 
project management supports the team and the 
head of the project. In an agreement, everyone 
commits to cooperating and driving the project 
forward. Results are documented. The open-
source programme MeisterTask is the recom-
mended platform (meistertask.com).
 

4. Preview
Communicating on an international level in 
different languages and with different ways of 
working is fun, enriching, but also time-consum-
ing and must be well prepared.



12 ARTISTS & ANTHEM

1

Before the opening event reached its climax with the C-City anthem 
by singer/songwriter Mickey Meinert, Gütersloh‘s cultural artists 
delighted the audience with excerpts of their skills.

Cultural 
diversity

C-CITY SONG excerpt

1st verse 
We have much to offer | Are rich in culture | Hold secret  
treasures | Have minor and major encounters | We let springs 
gush forth | Take you by the hand | Unfold our diversity |  
Europe is right next door and this is how it starts

Chorus
C-Cities no boundaries | C-Cities together strong
C-Cities with one soul | We are we, yes, rock and roll

2nd verse 
We belong together | Will build bridges | [...]

Here you can hear 
the song in full length 
(German version):
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1 World premiere: Singer/songwriter Mickey Meinert 
has composed the C-City anthem.  2 Historic: The 
Folklore Circle Gütersloh e.V. maintains traditions 
- with dances and hand-made traditional costu-
mes. 3 Modern: The Gütersloh Theatre showed a 
video production made during the lock-down period. 
„Artists have to work,“ says Art Director Christian 
Schäfer. 4 Upbeat: The Session Sax Duo. 
5 Portraits: Franziska Jäger, visual artist, including 
a self-portrait (centre).  6 Powerful words: Poetry 
slammer Niko Sioulis. 7 Energetic: The Avenwedde 
Youth Music Corps.

2 3 4

5 76
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„Has much more to offer than Abba and Ikea“
(...) „Broxtowe continues to see itself as part of 
the EU even after Brexit, says Andreas Kimpel, 
Director of Culture, happily. (...) According to 
the Director of Culture, Falun in Sweden is a 
particularly innovative city which is also a world 
heritage city with its mining tradition. „Many 
associate Sweden with Abba and Ikea. We want 
to show that Falun has much more to offer.“ (...) 
Grudziądz is   culturally an open-minded city that 
combines tradition in a new way,“ says Andreas 
Kimpel.(...)

Twin towns come together in the town hall
(…) State and federal government are also ob-
serving Guetersloh‘s initiative. This can be seen, 
for example, in the fact that the Foreign Office 
and the European Ministry are represented by 
keynote speakers at the first C-City conference. 
(...)

„My English is a little bit rusty“
(...) „Geo- and power politics have returned to 
Europe with force. Since the war in the Ukraine, 
we have been living in a different world,“ said Dr. 
Malte Tim Zabel of the Bertelsmann Stiftung (...). 
Europe is well advised to become independent 
in the future, not only in terms of economic and 
security policies. (...)

Project ideas are taking shape in Gütersloh 
(...) Jean-Yves Hugon, Vice Mayor of Gütersloh‘s 
oldest twin town Châteauroux adds: „We are em-
barking on a great and wonderful adventure.“ (...) 
The C-City conference in Châteauroux is sched-
uled for 2023. For 2024, Grudziądz has extended 
an invitation. (...)

Everyone agrees on one thing: C-City is a 
project that will help Europe grow even 
closer together. Openness and the will to 
cooperate are the building blocks, and the 
charter is the centrepiece.

C-City in  
in the press Gütersloh brings Europe together - von unten

„I am a committed European,“ emphasises 
Andreas Kimpel. That is why he wants to set an 
example as the Director of Culture of the City 
of Gütersloh  - „against the rife anti-European 
right-wing populism, against Euroscepticism and 
growing Europhobia, and for a united Europe, 
which is becoming more important than ever, 
as the Russian war against the Ukraine shows.“ 
(...) „I am thrilled by the great openness for the 
project in the participating cities and how many 
people participate.“ (...) 

Start of a European adventure
This is how Europe works: five partner cities, one 
programme, one network and the will to cooper-
ate in the fields of music, theatre, art, sports and 
lifestyle. This is C-City, which was consolidated 
with the signing of the charter in five languages 
on Saturday in the Gütersloh town hall. (...) It is a 
framework at the „heart“ of this special network, 
to which not only the twin cities are invited: 
„We have created a foundation on which we can 
build,“ Mayor Norbert Morkes summed up. (...)
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Many thanks for the support of the C-City kick-
off conference go to the Ministry for Federal and 
European Affairs and International Affairs of 
the State of NRW, Bertelsmann SE & Co. KGaA, 
Gütersloh Marketing GmbH and the entire De-
partment of Culture and Continuing Education, 
especially the Department of Culture and the 
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A heartfelt thank you

VHS Adult Education Centre, especially Christi-
na Gößling-Arnold for organizing the workshops 
and her contribution to the conference‘s sup-
porting programme, as well as the Department 
of Representation and Partner Cities at the city‘s 
Central Public Relations Office.
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